WASHINGTON’S FAREWE LL ADDRESS
On September 17, 1796, nearing the end of his second term as Presudent, George Washiaton annon that
fe would soon retire from public bife In the tradition of the trmes, Washington's Fareuweli Address was nol

delivered as a speech. Instead it « printed in g F’.’x!.’.:ien'_x-?n.; newspaper and later reprinted in other papers
across the nation. In the ech Washington warned the American peeple of the n.‘..'r.':;-; $ Lete
ahead Among hus concerns was the formation of political parties
I et me warn you in the most solemn man characer, in governments purely elecuve, i is a
—/ner against the baneful [very harmtul] effects SPIIL NG to be encouraged . There being<on
of the spint of party. ... stant danger of excess, the effort ought to be, by
This spirit, unfortunacely, is separable from  force of public OO, to mitgate and assuage it
our nature. .. It exists under different shapesin A fire not to be quenched, i demands a uniform
all governments and s truly their worst vigilance o prevent s bursting into a fame, lest
enemy; ... instead of warming, it should consuine
It serves always to distract the public counails —GECRGE WASHING TON
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